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Course Description 
This introductory class in the law explores the origins of law, to the major principles of the 
United States Constitution, through the study of crime and punishment and torts. Throughout 
the course, we will examine the complexities of the criminal justice system from multiple 
distinct, though complementary, angles: first looking at the history of law and the US 
Constitution, then we will dive into substantive criminal law (the stuff of Law and Order) and 
how it plays out in trial courts across the country, before turning our attention to civil law. 
Through the examination of these contemporary issues in law, you will not only develop a 
better understanding of how the legal system shapes and defines our conduct, but also a 
stronger foundation in problem solving, logic, and rational argument—the tools of effective 
lawyering. 

 

Course Objectives 
Street Law’s chief purpose is to give those who take this class some knowledge of law that can 
be used for practical purpose in their everyday lives, on the street. We will distinguish between 
Criminal and Civil laws, and procedures within our Constitutional framework. In addition, we will 
develop a conceptual framework of references for students within which subsequent legal 
principles might be better comprehended and applied. Studies on Criminal, Civil laws, 
Individual rights, and the obligations of US citizens have towards others, whether it private or 
public interests. Thus,providing a practical perspective on many of the legal problems which 
everyone faces in daily life. Students will be able to observe objectives being gained, through 
small group discussion, worksheets, exams, and in various types of presentations. 

 

Course Units 
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

History of Law 
Intro. Legal System  
Criminal Law 
 

Civil Liberties 
Civil Law 
Mock Trial  

N/A N/A 
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Materials 
School-issued laptops, Pen/pencil, highlighter, paper, and coloring pencils.  

 

Skyward Grading 
Score Method Term Grades 

(MHS Policy) 
Grading Scale 
(MHS Policy) 

 
Summative Assessments (Tests, 
Essays, and Projects=60% 
Formative Assessment (Class 
work and Quizzes=30% 
Participation=10% 
 

Fall 
Quarter 1=40% 
Quarter 2=40% 
End of Course Assessment=20% 
 
Spring 
Quarter 3=40% 
Quarter 4=40% 
End of Course Assessment=20% 

A=90%-100% 
B=80%-89% 
C=70%-79% 
D=60%-69% 
F=Below 60% 

 
 

Make-Up Work (MHS Policy) 
Papers, assignments, tests, etc. that were announced while the student was in attendance prior 
to the absence are due to be submitted or completed on the day the student returns to school. A 
student will be allowed two (2) school days for each day of excused absence to make up 
material presented during the absence. Make-up time is not to exceed ten (10) days from the 
time a student returns to school after an absence. Additional time may be granted at the 
principal's discretion under extenuating circumstances. When a student has been absent for 
three (3) or more consecutive school days due to illness or excused absence the parent or 
student may call the Attendance Office to request make-up homework be sent to the office for 
pick-up. Please allow 24 hours for teachers to respond before coming to the office to pick up 
work. In the case of pre-arranged absences, it is the responsibility of the student to 
contact individual teachers for any make-up work prior to the absence.  

 

Late Work 
My expectation is for all work to be completed on time! Students not completing work 
will need to complete work at home. Late work will be graded more critically due to the 
extra time given. Late work cannot be accepted after the end of the grading periods. 

 

Classroom Rules and Procedures 
The student should observe the code of conduct in the student handbook at all times. 
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Discipline 
Students who violate the code of conduct will be discipled according to the student handbook 
and district policies.  

 

Academic Integrity (MHS Policy) 
All work submitted by a student must represent his/her own ideas, concepts, and current 
understanding. All material found during research must be correctly documented/cited to avoid 
plagiarism.  Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing on course assignments or exams will 
lose credit for that assignment or exam. The teacher will notify parents. Students may be 
subject to disciplinary action, including a parent conference. 

 

Student & Parent Resources 
School Website: http://mhs.msd134.org/ 
Google Classroom: 7btz5z 

 

Other Information 
Cell Phones 
Middleton High School issues laptops (1:1 program) for student use which makes the use of 
cellphones during class time a non-negotiable, unnecessary accessory.  Due to the increasing 
amount of distractions, behavioral issues, cheating, and non-educational use which cell phones 
are causing in the classroom, cell phones will not be allowed in my classroom. With 
parents/guardians’ permission, students will be required to relinquish their cell phone into a cell 
phone storage container at the start of class (pictured below).  Each number on the container 
will correspond to a number on the student’s desk. Students will not be able to access the cell 
phone storage container except at the beginning and end of class with teacher permission. I will 
not have any contact with a student’s phone at anytime unless the phone is to be sent to the 
office. If a parent/guardian chooses not to allow their son/daughter to store their cell phone in 
the storage container, cell phones must remain out of sight in the classroom and will be sent to 
the front office if this is not followed. All cell phones that are sent to the front office can only be 
picked up by a parent/guardian after school.  

Cell Phone Storage Container 
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Print, Sign and Return By Friday 8/25 
 

I give permission for my son or daughter to store their cell phone in the cell phone storage 
container.  
Student’s Name (print)  ______________________Parent Signature _____________________ 

I do not give permission for my son or daughter to store their cell phone in the cell phone 
storage container and I understand that their phone must remain out of sight at all times and 
that if it is sent to the office only a parent or guardian can pick it up after school.  
Student’s Name (print)  ______________________ Parent Signature _____________________ 

 
Behavior and Expectations  
Parents and Students, 
Please take the time to read over the syllabus together so that you both understand what is 
expected. Once you have finished reading, please sign below on the provided lines and return 
this page to Mr. Bergstrom by Friday, 8/25.  
 
Parent Signature_____________________________________    Date______________  
 
Student Signature____________________________________   Date______________ 
 
Student Name (printed) ________________________________  
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